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the Mohammedans had retreated, but there were still enough
snipers in the vicinity to make a sortie dangerous.

Nevertheless, Petro attempted to escape, and was promptly
captured by the rebels. Fortunately, the rebel Chief cf Staff
took charge of the prisoner, and he was well treated and
eventually sent as an envoy under escort to the besieged city.
Petro crossed no-man's land waving a white handkerchief, and
was admitted. The Defence Council plied him with questions
about the enemy, and refused to consider the terms of capitula-
tion. Since there was not much forage left for the animals, it
was decided that somebody must lead a sortie and drive the
Mohammedans away. However, nobody seemed anxious to
have the honour of leading the sortie, and the Council came to
an end without any decision having been made.

The initiative thus passed to the Tungans, who a fortnight
later fired a mine under the walls, and made a great breach.
By a bit of luck one of the Chinese officers had the place
covered with a machine-gun, and the Tungans were driven
back. Petro was then requested to give advice as to the best
metEod of preventing mining, and suggested that if he were
provided with a blacksmith he would find a way. The black-
smith was forthcoming, but instead of being used in the defence
scheme he was given the job of repairing the broken clutch
casing on Petro's lorry. Fortunately for his little scheme, Petro
really had a good plan for stopping mining. He gathered a
crowd of the defenders and made them dig a trench inside the
wall to below water level. Since the rebels had no pumps
their galleries were flooded, and their mines made useless.

The siege still went on, however, and the garrison were
soon starving. All the animals were slaughtered, and the men
were sustained by opium. Petro managed to survive by
catching pigeons under the eaves of his house at night with
the help of an electric torch. When the situation became really
desperate Petro volunteered to try to escape and summon help
from Urumchi. He found out from a couple of prisoners that
there were only a small number of troops still around Hami,

Petro decided to take the risk of breaking out one night,
and then, by hiding in the desert in the day-time, work round
the enemy lines. The plan was accepted; and on the night of